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LONG JOURNEYS, BROKEN RECORDS & LARGE SPIDERS 
ALL IN MILLER  

NAME “THIS OLD HOUSE”… 
 
This is picture from many years ago of a 
home in Miller. The irst person to call 
the of ice 9am - 5pm Mon.-Fri. and give 
the correct address will win a $50.00 
gift certi icate to their choice of           
Miller Pizza Station, Beach Café,                          
D & K  Gourmet Salads, Flamingo, or              
Tequila & Tacos.                                                            

Sorry, the present owner and family can-
not win.  You’ll have a chance next 
newsle er. 

 
 

 

. . . AND WIN $50.00                                                      

To sign up to receive our newsletter electronically email us at info@millerbeach.com.  
You can also view our newsletter online at www.MillerBeach.com 



BEACH BITS  
 
 
 

 Monday Oct. 10th MCC Board of Directors 
meets at Marque e Park United Methodist 
Church at 7:00pm. The elec on of the Board 
will be the 1st agenda item. 

 The Miller Garden Club and Friends of         
Marque e Park has many volunteer             
opportuni es this fall to get our many gardens 
ready for winter. Contact Carol Smith at       
219-938-4225 or pandcsmith@comcast.net to 
find a me that fits your schedule. This is truly 
a “All Hands-on Deck” need.  

 To the uninformed it seems odd poles and 
chains have begun to appear in Marque e 
Park. To many others the installa on of a Disk 
Golf Course aka Frisbee Golf is a welcome 
sight.  

 The MBA & CD has a David Lee Csicsko exhibit 
through Oct. 14th. While you are there join 
your neighbors in The Miller 500 by agreeing 
to have your bank or PayPal send a monthly 
dona on. As li le as $10 or more. This will 
keep the doors open at the Gardner Center.             
Oct. 24th through Nov. 4th visit the Print Maker 
Open Studio. Call or text Kathy Long at         
219-678-0288, kathyannlong@yahoo.com to 
get details and mes at the Gardner Center. 

 Live Music on Thursday Oct. 20th and Trivia 
Night with Josh Gamble Friday Oct. 28th. Put 
together a team! Win prizes! Drink beer or 
wine or both to sharpen your trivia skills. 
Check the MBA & CD Facebook page for details 
on Yoga and Pilate classes. 

 MBBA president, Steve Uhlarik has talked with 
Pastor White, who’s church, Beyond 4 Walls 
Chris an Center, 875 S. Lake St.) has            
developed the area south of Hwy 20 that     
provides spaces for 9 or 10 retail businesses. 
Already opened are Phenomenal Ribs and the 
Chicago Popcorn Shop. Other businesses being 
discussed are a high tech laundromat, a bakery 
by acclaimed Chef Blaque, Li le Coffee Cabin 
and Beggars Pizza. 

 

There is a very old joke about the tourist in in NYC who is wandering around in Manha an 
carrying a violin case. The tourist spots someone who 
is apparently a NYC na ve and inquires as to how to 
get to Carnegie Hall. The New Yorker replies 
“Prac ce, Prac ce, Prac ce!” 

 How does a small, family-owned real  
estate brokage company get to 100 years old? A 
grizzled New Yorker might respond “Prac ce,      
Prac ce, Prac ce”. An aging Realtor might respond “Go to work nearly every day, every day, every 
day and care, care, care about your clients and community. Each Ayers at the helm of Ayers Realtors 
has followed that course. 

 I didn’t know my great uncle, N. Guy Ayers very well because I was only 5 years old when 
he passed away, but I do know some of his history. He was raised on a farm in Illinois therefore hard 
work and long hours were not an issue for him. He tried mining in Colorado before coming to the 
booming new city of Gary around 1920 where he partnered with another real estate entrepreneur. In 
1922 he opened his own brokage business, got involved with The Miller State Bank and in 1926 built 
the   building Ayers Realtors s ll occupies today. 

 I don’t know how he fared in the depression of the 1930’s but survive he did. In 1945 he 
sensed Gary would be a boom town again and persuaded his nephew, Bruce E. Ayers Sr. (recently 
released from WWII duty in Italy) to work with him. Bruce arrived with his Mississippi bride and a        
3-year-old daughter in 1946. Guy mentored Bruce in the real estate and insurance      business but 
only for a short me as Guy became ill, lingered with prostate cancer, and died in 1952. My only 
memory of Guy is him being bedridden at the home he and his wife, Grace, lived in at 428 S. Hancock.  

A er Guy became ill (with Bruce running the Real Estate Business and an insurance agency) Bruce also 
dabbed in land development. The most memorable a empt was op oning of 294 acres of lake front 
dune land where Cleveland Cliffs Steel is now. The transac on fell apart due to a partner’s illness and 
death, but the 48 Ford All Wheel Drive Woodie, bought for promo onal purposes for the project plus 
a means to show the property to perspec ve buyers, survives to this day.  

 By now Bruce and Laura Mae had 3 children, and Bruce worked long hours. As a family we 
all remember how hard it was for him to fulfill the goal of a family dinner each evening, o en needing 
to go back to work a er dinner for house showings in the evening. Family vaca ons seemed to always 
start with one last stop at the office. One memorable trip was a drive around Lake Michigan star ng 
on the east side and ending up at an Ayers Family Reunion on the grounds of the Museum of Science 
and Industry. However, important business for an Ayers client delayed the start of our trip for a cou-
ple of days and the trip became a series of quick stops to see a waterfall, a giant statue of Paul Bunyan 
or a statue of a giant walleye or a quick dip in a motel swimming pool late at night. We made the 
Reunion on me and that par cular vaca on came to be known as “The Race Around the Lake.” 

 Bruce not only worked hard for his clients, but also for the community. He served as     
President of the Miller Business Associa on, President of the Op mist Club of the Dunes and a trustee 
of the Marque e Park United Methodist Church. He also served as President of the Gary Real Estate 
Board and the Dra  Board. 

 All three children of Bruce and Laura Mae where financially assisted by our parents to be 
sure we were given the opportunity to receive a college educa on and all three of us graduated. 
Bruce never pushed any of his children to enter the family business, but Gene decided to give it a try 
a er obtaining a bachelor’s degree from Indiana State University. 

“to be con nued” 

100 YEAR JOURNEY! 

FALL 
2022 
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The	statistics	included	in	
this	section	of	the		
newsletter	are	from	the	
Greater	Northwest	Indi-
ana	Association	of	Real-
tors	MLS.		Because	the	
high	priced	houses	and	the	lower	priced	houses	in	
all	neighborhoods	are	included,	the	average	for	
your	speci ic	neighborhood	will	be	substantially	
different.	

The 3rd quarter sta s cs are now available in the   

market area within the Na onal Park boundaries   

defined by the Lake on the North, County Line Road on 

the East, Ash Place on the South, Gibson Street on the 

west and reveal higher list and sales prices compared 

to the same 9 months last year. The average lis ng 

price for the 1st three quarters was $282,418 com-

pared to $267,166 in 2021, in 2020, $202,741, in 2019, 

$186,325 in 2018 and $170,529 in 2017.  

The average sales price so far this year was $271,274. 

In 2021, the first 9 months saw an average of $259,962 

in 2020 the first 9 months saw an average of $235,100, 

in 2019 the average was $192,652, in 2018 the average 

was $178,047, in 2017 the average was $160,611.  

Another good run for our residen al real estate values. 

Last year at the 3/4 of the year mark, it was reported 

that despite having just one lake front sale to boost 

the overall average sales price the overall average 

sales price went up, it has happened again. In years 

with 3 or more lake front home sales it was sta s cally 

accurate that without those sales the average price 

would have      increased very li le. So it is once again 

very good news to see a 4.3% increase in a slowing 

market. 

The number of transac ons during the first 9 months 

was 40 compared to 50 in 2021 and compared to 49 in 

2020 and 66 in 2019. Clearly, the fran c pace of late 

2019 through the beginning of this year has slowed. 

The bargaining percentage during the first nine months 

was 2.44% with an average price obtained of 97.56% of 

list price. In recent years % of lis ng price obtained 

was 97.3 in 2021. In 2020 the bargaining percentage 

was 94.4%. In 2019 it was 95% and in 2018 94.36%. 

It remains a FACT in our MARKET that Ayers Realtors is 

the market leader.  

Thank you for your support for 100 years. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sat. Oct. 8th; 10am – 3pm stop by the Aquatorium for the          
perennial fall Miller Garden Club event – “Beer, Brats, & Bulbs.” 
You will also enjoy a Bake Sale (lots of flour items to choose 
from), Rummage Sale, Colonel Buster’s 3 piece Rockabilly Band as 
well as animal ambassadors from our local Humane Society, plus 
Rosie the Tarantula and a few of her bug friends. There will even 
be a scavenger hunt in the park. 

 Miller School Shops & Spaces is having an “Envy Pop-Up Sale” 
throughout October. There will be chic and unique women’s 
clothing and accessories with addi onal special sales throughout 
the month of October – including half price days, a Halloween 
mask making day on Oct. 29th (for all ages) and scary good deals 
on Sunday, Oct. 30th from 11am to 6pm. Miller School Shops are 
located at 665 S. Lake St. and they can be followed on Facebook. 

 On Fri. Oct. 7th come listen to ar st David Lee Csicsko, an          
acclaimed graphic ar st who also does glass and mosaic art, and 
designed the 2012 Holiday Season displays at the White House. 
At the Gardner Center he will introduce characters he has         
designed especially for the Miller Beach Water Safety Social 
Group and their endeavor to bring a en on to water safety     
educa on in Miller Beach. Allow him to introduce you to Wanda 
the Mermaid, Lifeguards Miller and Gary, and Sandy the seagull. 

 Here’s a great idea – The Calumet Region Li le League will be 
providing strength  condi oning training for all the area’s sluggers 
and baseball players and will focus on health & wellness, posi ve 
a tudes and healthier lifestyles in general. This special             
condi oning season runs for six months from Oct. 17 – April 17, 
Mondays and Wednesday s. Call Tracy at 219-801-4774 for more 
informa on and start whistling “Take me out to the Ball game.” 

 The Miller Community, of all faiths, is saddened by the recent 
passing of St. Mary’s Bishop Dale Melczek. An Inter-Faith          
celebra on of his life will take place at St. Mary’s of the Lake on 
Saturday, Oct. 16th at 2pm. He was a one-of-a-kind guy who will 
be sorely missed by all who knew him. 

 

ROSIE THE TARANTULA COMES TO TOWN JUST 
IN TIME FOR HALLOWEEN  

BROKEN RECORD OR 
CHANGE COMING? 



PRINCESS DIARIES REVISITED 

"But, Mom, a princess doesn't wear snow boots and if you make me wear that goofy hat - how will I wear 

my ara?"-- an argument with my mother as a kid when ge ng ready to go out Trick or Trea ng on what 

more o en than not was a cold and/or rainy night. Seems like my most crea ve costume designs were 

always upstaged by my winter coat and mi ens.  

I can s ll remember the best houses to go to for the best candy on Halloween. Clarice and George Wilson 

on Henry Street always handed out Hershey Bars. Snack size or miniature candy bars hadn't been invent-

ed yet so that meant you got a full-sized Hershey Bar. In post trick or trea ng candy evalua on the Wil-

sons always won hands down for the best treat of the night.  

Then there was Mrs. Teiche on the comer of Hancock and 3rd Avenue. She was an old foreign lady who spoke with a heavy accent and always wore grandma dresses and 

thick stockings. She gave apples. A kid would st�nd on her porch and wait for what seemed like forever for her to reach down in a big burlap bag and bring out one apple at a 

me and drop it in their trick or treat bag. She was a nice old lady but once we figured out me spent wasn't rela ve to end result, we o en bypassed Mrs. Teiche's house. 

Some mes I'd skip going to Mrs. Hokanson's house, too. She was a math teacher and I was never very good at math. She was the kind of trick or treat giver who put a kid 

through their paces. She would conduct a li le ques on and answer session with each kid before she would relinquish one of her popcorn balls. She could make up a story 

problem about 7 li le ghosts and 43 Tootsie Rolls and dam near ruin a kid's Halloween by making them do math. Besides popcorn balls could wreak havoc with a princess's 

toothy grin.  

Then there was the Erlandson house. If Mrs. Erlandson knew you were a neighborhood kid you got invited into her porch where you could sit down and have some donut 

holes and hot apple cider. Moms and Dads on escort duty always liked this stop but a kid could waste a Jot of valuable trick or trea ng me there. Mrs. Erlandson always had 

to get a good look at everyone's costume even if it was cold and rainy and you had lost the earlier argument with your mom and were all bundled up in your winter coat. 

Mrs. Erlandson didn't hear very well, either, and the year I borrowed one of Mrs. Ellman 's white poodles and dressed as Li le Bo Peep, Mrs. Erlandson thought I said I was 

wearing something old and cheap. She told me "Oh, honey, it's only Halloween -you look just fine. Isn't that Mrs. Ellman's poodle?"  

These days Mrs. Teiche would have to pull something other than apples out of her bag on Halloween lest she be suspected of wrongdoing. And Gene and I both have to be 

careful to not carry on too much about how cute the Spidermen and Li le Mermaids look when we answer the door on October 3 I St. We've learned from experience. 

Growing up in the same neighborhood, we have vowed to never come to the door dressed in costumes ourselves because we can s ll remember the Halloween Evelyn 

Mosegard came to the door dressed like the tooth fairy and we never did figure out what her husband, Elmer, was wearing in the background. Maybe it's best for our li le 

kid psyches we didn't know.  

We also know to move quickly. Forget trying to give li le goblins lessons in manners by trying to coax them into saying "thank you." One year I guess I forgot to tell Mrs. 

Lindstrom thank you and she kept saying "Now, what do you say when a nice lady gives you trick or treat candy" and I'd say back to her "Trick or Treat?". Then she kind of 

got a tone in her voice when she asked me the same ques on again. This me I said, "Happy Halloween?" while other trick or treaters were stacking up behind me. The 

crowd was ge ng rowdy and I was about to take off my ara and dig down in my trick or treat bag to retrieve the piece of petrified bubble gum I was jumping through 

hoops for when she gave up on me.  

It wasn't a pre y site. I nearly lost my princess composure. Being dressed for a northeaster to blow through the area at any given moment, I had perspira on on my upper 

lip and I s ll had to tum around and make my way through the raging crowd of my peers.  

Gene and I pre y much adhere to the Clarice and George Wilson theory of candy giving. We keep the porch light on, come to the door in respectable garb, distribute treats 

in an orderly and me efficient manner, remembering good trick or treat candy makes good le overs. Hopefully, that's how kids in our neighborhood will remember us - the 

place where you can get hassle free, express treats - not the home of Zena, Princess Warrior and Dr. Spock  

When I was a trick or treater bread pudding would have sounded revol ng. The words "bread pudding" s ll don't sound very appe zing to me but I can assure this is no trick 

- it's a real treat. 

Pumpkin Bread Pudding with Carmel Sauce  
I C (packed) plus 2 TBS dark brown sugar  
2 large eggs  
I ½ tsp pumpkin pie spice  
I ½ tsp cinnamon  
I ½ tsp vanilla  
IO C I" cubes cinnamon bread* (about IO ounces)  
Carmel Sauce:  
I ¼ C (packed) dark brown sugar  
½ C unsalted bu er  
½ C whipping cream  
Preheat oven to 350. Whisk first 7 ingredients (half & half through vanilla) in large bowl to blend. Fold in bread cubes. Transfer mixture 
to 11 x7" glass baking dish. Let stand 15 minutes. Bake un l tester inserted into center comes out clean, about 40 minutes.  
Meanwhile, prepare caramel sauce: Whisk brown sugar and bu er in heavy medium saucepan over medium heat un l bu er melts. 
Whisk in cream and s r un l sugar dissolves and sauce is smooth, about 3 minutes. Serve bread pudding warm with caramel sauce  
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MILLER BEACH! 

28	Ogden	Drive,	Ogden	Dunes																						
$299,900	

www.MillerBeach.com																									
219-938-1188 

Solid brick & Redwood Ranch 

Solid brick and redwood 1950's ranch, 3rd 
house from Lake Michigan and an easy walk to 
the Indiana Dunes Na onal Park, South Shore 
Train stop also walkable. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
full basement, fireplace. oak floors and more. 
$4,000 appliance package from APT or vendor 

of buyers choice   

MILLER BEACH! 

720	N.	Lake	St.																											
$450,000	

www.MillerBeach.com																											
219-938-1188 

GREAT OPPORTUNITY!  

RESTAURANT ADJACENT TO LAKE MICHIGAN BEACH & INDIANA 
DUNES NATIONAL PARK (Previously Ono's Pizza over 60 years.)  

Lis ng consists of the completely renovated 800 sq  (plus basement) 
pizza shop with 3-way liquor license and all permits. The pizza shop 
has front service window- perfect for serving the beach goers. Cur-

rently in place in the shop are all new are an ice machine, cash 
register, microwave, hot dog steamer, electric fryers, prep table, pizza 
warmer, hand washing sink, 3 compartment sink and grease trap and 
more. There is addi onal equipment including oven and hood stored 
in out building and ready to be installed. There is a 280 sq. . summer 

co age furnished with tv, bar and refrigerator. 1144 sq. . heated 
dining room/garage. 



 

“Small Company, BIG RESULTS!” 
219-938-1188 

646 S. 

The Ayers Realtors’ Team 
Gene Ayers, GRI, CRS 

Nancy Del Prado, GRI, CRS 
Beth Buckley, Assoc. Broker 

Judy Ayers, Renita Reyna 

See our beach cam and virtual tours at www.MillerBeach.com 

 

7205 Locust Ave. 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY IN DOWNTOWN MILLER  

610 S. Lake St.        

$225,000 

 

MANY UPDATES!  

1007 Oklahoma       

$99,400 

1057-1065 N. Wayne St. 

$49,900 

Wooded, duneland savanna building site  SOLD! 

444 Parke St.                 

$249,900 

8127 Juniper Ave.       

$39,900 

Nearly 1/2 acre wooded duneside  

EVERYTHING IS NEW  

3522 W. 20th Pl.    

$160,000 

BRICK BUNGALOW NEAR IUN!  

3612 Lincoln St.     

$125,000 

PENDING! Classic Quad Level  


