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An electrician spent six years renovating the landmark Ono's Pizza, which is now for sale.
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For more han a hal-cenury, generaons oMiller residens and beachgoers sopped by Ono's & Jo's Pizza or pizza,

Ialian bee or is locally amous Sicilian sandwich.

The seaside pizza shack, a shor sroll rom Lake Sree Beach in Gary's Miller neighborhood, shuered or good in 2016

when longme owner Salvaore "Sam" Rizzo died. Is menus boased "in Miller, i's Ono's" and "he bes pizza in own."

Many people hough so.

The old-school pizzeria has lived on in memory. The landmark eaery is depiced in painngs, phoos and prins a he

nearby Miller School Shops in downown Miller.

An elecrician rom he neighborhood has been working or he pas six years o renovae he propery. Paulee

Cialdella, who hails rom a amily o pizza makers, resored he resauran building, which she is putng up or sale

hrough Ayres Realors.

"I was a labor o love or me," she said. "I jus waned o see his iconic place come back o lie."

Josephine Rizzo and her siser Ann Massa originally opened he Beach Box a 720 N. Lake S., jus seps rom Lake

Michigan, in 1953. They bough a hamburger sand wih a couner and sools and urned i ino a beach-side resauran



ha sold ham sandwiches, ho dogs and pops ha originally cos 10 cens. They changed he name o Ono’s & Jo’s afer

heir broher rom Ialy, Ono Penzao, joined he resauran and i added pizza o he menu in 1962.

Ono's & Jo's made he dough and sauce rom scrach, specializing in homemade hin-crus pies wih cheese, sausage and

mushrooms. The menu included Ialian bee, Ialian sausage, sromboli and he signaure Sicilian ha eaured Ialian

sausage, peppers, garlic and our kinds o cheese.

"I's an iconic insuon oMiller Beach in Gary," she said. "I should be a hisoric landmark in my opinion."

Cash-only unl he end, he small resauran caered mainly o ake-ou cusomers. Bu people also ofen dined a he

ables ou back or he bench in he ron.

"I remember sitng wih Sam in he big window and waching he Cubs game rom he bench," said Cialdella, a Chicago

nave who moved o Miller in 1987. "They had really good pizza and bee. They had good ood and un. People had ons

omemories here."

Cialdella bough he propery and renovaed i wih carpener Carlos Maeo unl he drowned in Lake Michigan on he

Fourh o July.

"Me and him were doing he projec and had a lo o un unl he passed away," she said. "We designed everyhing

ogeher, bu I had o nish i on my own. He called i he compound because i has ve buildings. He asked me i I was

going o he compound and ha was he las me I ever saw him. He was such a alened guy. I hink he was a shop

eacher and he was a licensed Gary conracor. He would be happy o see i nished."

Cialdella came up wih a new design or he resauran: a Caliornia-syle beachron walk-up. I has a large pickup

window, 25 seas inside and 12 more in a pary room in a separae building ou back, a repurposed beach coage.

The 1,144-square-oomain dining room eaures a bar and a hree-way liquor license.

"I was in bad shape when I bough i," she said. "Now i's jus beauul."

Her amily has owned such pizzerias as Danny's Pizza in Calume Park and Labriola Bakery Caé & Neapolian Pizzeria in

Oak Brook. Bu she has no ineres in running one hersel. She's an elecrician by rade who's close o reremen and

"busy as hell."

She pu in long hours renovang he propery in her spare me over he pas ew years.

"I was a lo o hard work. I was ofen painng or demoing unl midnigh. I was rewarding. I was un. I was a creave

oule or me. Everyhing was gued and is brand-new, down o he suds. I needed some ender loving care."

Many people sopped by o share heir memories while she sa ouside on he beach during he projec.

"Generaons o people wen here," she said. "I's a landmark. I's on T-shirs and mugs."

The resauran had deerioraed over he years.

"I was overgrown. I probably wouldn' sll be sanding i we hadn' aken ahold o i," she said. "I would be los

orever. We had he courage o ake on he projec. Now we need someone o pick i up and run wih i."

The Ono's & Jo's space has a lo o poenal because o he Souh Shore Line double racking, he Lake Sree

improvemens and he naonal park designaon. Ono's and Jo's is jus down he sree romMiller Woods in he Indiana

Dunes Naonal Park and a shor drive romWes Beach, is bigges and mos popular beach.



She hopes a buyer will revive i as a pizzeria o ake advanage o he well-known brand and said he business could

double as an ice cream shop or small neighborhood grocery.

"We buil i as a beach concession a he norh end o Lake Sree," she said. "The whole area's going o pop. I's

preserving he hisory or he new age oMiller as i revializes."

For more inormaon, call 219-938-1188 or visimillerbeach.com.


