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An electrician spent six years renovating the landmark Ono's Pizza, which is now for sale.
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For more han a hal-cenury, generaons oMiller residens and beachgoers sopped by Ono's & Jo's Pizza or pizza,

Ialian bee or is locally amous Sicilian sandwich.

The seaside pizza shack, a shor sroll rom Lake Sree Beach in Gary's Miller neighborhood, shuered or good in 2016

when longme owner Salvaore "Sam" Rizzo died. Is menus boased "in Miller, i's Ono's" and "he bes pizza in own."

Many people hough so.

The old-school pizzeria has lived on in memory. The landmark eaery is depiced in painngs, phoos and prins a he

nearby Miller School Shops in downown Miller.

An elecrician rom he neighborhood has been working or he pas six years o renovae he propery. Paulee

Cialdella, who hails rom a amily o pizza makers, resored he resauran building, which she is putng up or sale

hrough Ayres Realors.

"I was a labor o love or me," she said. "I jus waned o see his iconic place come back o lie."

Josephine Rizzo and her siser Ann Massa originally opened he Beach Box a 720 N. Lake S., jus seps rom Lake

Michigan, in 1953. They bough a hamburger sand wih a couner and sools and urned i ino a beach-side resauran



ha sold ham sandwiches, ho dogs and pops ha originally cos 10 cens. They changed he name o Ono’s & Jo’s afer

heir broher rom Ialy, Ono Penzao, joined he resauran and i added pizza o he menu in 1962.

Ono's & Jo's made he dough and sauce rom scrach, specializing in homemade hin-crus pies wih cheese, sausage and

mushrooms. The menu included Ialian bee, Ialian sausage, sromboli and he signaure Sicilian ha eaured Ialian

sausage, peppers, garlic and our kinds o cheese.

"I's an iconic insuon oMiller Beach in Gary," she said. "I should be a hisoric landmark in my opinion."

Cash-only unl he end, he small resauran caered mainly o ake-ou cusomers. Bu people also ofen dined a he

ables ou back or he bench in he ron.

"I remember sitng wih Sam in he big window and waching he Cubs game rom he bench," said Cialdella, a Chicago

nave who moved o Miller in 1987. "They had really good pizza and bee. They had good ood and un. People had ons

omemories here."

Cialdella bough he propery and renovaed i wih carpener Carlos Maeo unl he drowned in Lake Michigan on he

Fourh o July.

"Me and him were doing he projec and had a lo o un unl he passed away," she said. "We designed everyhing

ogeher, bu I had o nish i on my own. He called i he compound because i has ve buildings. He asked me i I was

going o he compound and ha was he las me I ever saw him. He was such a alened guy. I hink he was a shop

eacher and he was a licensed Gary conracor. He would be happy o see i nished."

Cialdella came up wih a new design or he resauran: a Caliornia-syle beachron walk-up. I has a large pickup

window, 25 seas inside and 12 more in a pary room in a separae building ou back, a repurposed beach coage.

The 1,144-square-oomain dining room eaures a bar and a hree-way liquor license.

"I was in bad shape when I bough i," she said. "Now i's jus beauul."

Her amily has owned such pizzerias as Danny's Pizza in Calume Park and Labriola Bakery Caé & Neapolian Pizzeria in

Oak Brook. Bu she has no ineres in running one hersel. She's an elecrician by rade who's close o reremen and

"busy as hell."

She pu in long hours renovang he propery in her spare me over he pas ew years.

"I was a lo o hard work. I was ofen painng or demoing unl midnigh. I was rewarding. I was un. I was a creave

oule or me. Everyhing was gued and is brand-new, down o he suds. I needed some ender loving care."

Many people sopped by o share heir memories while she sa ouside on he beach during he projec.

"Generaons o people wen here," she said. "I's a landmark. I's on T-shirs and mugs."

The resauran had deerioraed over he years.

"I was overgrown. I probably wouldn' sll be sanding i we hadn' aken ahold o i," she said. "I would be los

orever. We had he courage o ake on he projec. Now we need someone o pick i up and run wih i."

The Ono's & Jo's space has a lo o poenal because o he Souh Shore Line double racking, he Lake Sree

improvemens and he naonal park designaon. Ono's and Jo's is jus down he sree romMiller Woods in he Indiana

Dunes Naonal Park and a shor drive romWes Beach, is bigges and mos popular beach.



She hopes a buyer will revive i as a pizzeria o ake advanage o he well-known brand and said he business could

double as an ice cream shop or small neighborhood grocery.

"We buil i as a beach concession a he norh end o Lake Sree," she said. "The whole area's going o pop. I's

preserving he hisory or he new age oMiller as i revializes."

For more inormaon, call 219-938-1188 or visimillerbeach.com.


